The Cock Pub Slgn «

Dereham 44



The Cock Pub Sign:
Background

The original acrylic painting
measured 40 x 50cms and was
inspired by an ornamental
cockerel which sat in the wood
burner fireplace of the pub.

It was painted as a reaction to
the 2021 lockdown and was
painted from memory. When
completed the painting was
offered to the landlords, Steve
and Jane, who thought it very apt
for their pub.

In September 2021 the pub sign
was commissioned and planning
permission secured in the
following December.




The Cock Pub Sign:
Preliminaries

Discussions with Steve and Jane
defined the brief. A hanging pub
sign with a traditional feel but
based on the painting. It had to
be low maintenance, UV and
weather resistant and within a
budget and design which would
meet funding and planning
criteria.

This meant technical drawings
and costings for the proposed
fabrication being produced and
submitted before planning was
granted.
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Further style consideration :
ORel i ef o

It had been decided that a
fibreglass shell incorporating
both the image and frame would
be the safest and most resilient
option. It also afforded the option
to have an image that had a
relief ( semi 3D) quality which is
very often seen in the village Vi 50
signs of Norfolk and indeed in ": \ 5%‘»
Derehambés own town @ gn.

For example, my husband
designed and carved the wood
relief for our own village sign.




The Fabrication Process :
Modeling the relief sculpture.

| had casting experience from
work at Norwich Puppet Theatre
but needed to re-acquaint myself
with the finer points and so did
several small scale cast. The
main challenge was the scale
and controlling easy release of
such a large cast from its mould .
This sign needed to be
approximately 90cms x 60cms
with a relief of 3cms so that it
was large enough to be seen
and read from a distance.

| chose a sculpting medium that
did not dry out and which would
remain flexible which would help
when removing the sculpture
from a plaster mould. An
alternative option of a silicon
mould was too expensive to
produce at this scale.

The weight of a plaster cast and
sculpture of this size was a
concern and to minimize this |
decided that only the relief would
be modelled and this on a sheet
of stretched canvas supported by
foam board. This was
successfully tested on a sample
to ensure the sculpture medium
had enough adhesion to the
canvas.




The Fabrication Process :
Modeling

The sculpting medium worked
well for the cockerel image but
was not used to produce a
positive relief for the frame.




